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Now and then: Where were you?
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Now and then

Where were you?

Top tips

In this lesson you will:

Learn how to express past time with the verb be.
 

Learn how to tell dates.
Learn how to say ordinal numbers.
Learn about historical figures in History.

Focus on

AND NOW THE STORY CONTINUES...
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 Abraham Lincoln  Martin Luther King Jr.  Neil Amstrong

Beatriz and Pablo meet after their classes at IEDA. Peter wants them
to talk about a famous person in the past so they ask Emily for help.
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Do it yourself

Listen to Emily talking about famous people in the American culture.
Below you have the portraits of those famous Americans. Write a number
according to Emily's order. Number 0 is an example. You can hear the
recording twice. For the audioscript, click on the button below.
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It was probably impossible for you to understand everything in Emily's

conversation but that's not a big deal1. You don't need to understand everything
when you listen to English, just the words or expressions that help you
understand the general meaning of the message. It's true that there are other

listening activities about getting2 specific words but the purpose is different.

In this recording, you practice real life strategies. When people talk, you can
understand half of the whole thing and for an A1 level that's great.

You can also check the audioscript by clicking on the button below:

Audioscript >> Documento de descarga

1 = 'to be a big deal' means to be a big problem.

2 = the verb 'get' has several meanings. One of them is 'to understand'. Emily uses it during her conversation and it is an informal
expression.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17250960524/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17253068233/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17253057563/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_58i1co/EOI_IN1_U5_T3_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/U5T3_0.pdf


1. That was history

Focus on

Can you remember your last weekend? Your last time on holidays? Your childhood?

Important events happen everyday in our lives and after a second... they belong to the
past. They are history. So, when we want to talk about those events, we need to use a
tense to express past time. This tense is called Simple Past (or Past Simple). In this
Lesson, as an introduction, you will learn how to express past time with the verb be.
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Syntactically speaking, Simple Past works in the same way as the Simple Present, that
is to say, there are three forms: affirmative, negative and interrogative. Let's remember
the Simple Present with the three sentences below, one per form:

1. I am an English student.

2. She isn't her cousin.

3. Are they students at IEDA? Yes, they are.

As you can see, in the affirmative form, we place the subject ('I', in the example)
before the verb be ('am'). For the negative form, we add 'not' or 'n't' if we want to
abbreviate it, as in the example. Finally, for the interrogative form, we place the verb
be ('Are') before the subject ('they'). The syntax for the Simple Past is the same. The
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only difference between the Simple Present and the Simple Past is the words we use.
Compare now the two charts below:

                  

Imágenes de creación propia

Whereas in the Simple Present, there are three instances of the verb be, in Simple
Past we only have two. That's simple! Check the sentences below. They are the three
previous sencentes but now they are in the Simple Past tense (with more information
in parenthesis):

4. I was an English student (when I was in the UK in 1999).

5. She wasn't her cousin (but her grandmother).

6. Were they students at IEDA (last year)? Yes, they were. (They work now in a
company in Almonte).

But when do we use the Simple Past? Well, we use this tense when we want to express
past time (of course!), the action is finished and it belongs to the past. For example,
imagine that you hear a sad piece of news. It was last Sunday, at lunch time. At that
moment you were very sad because the piece of news was very sad. Some days later,
your life continues and you study English, for instance, now, while you are reading this
explanation. At this moment now, you don't remember that sad moment on Sunday.
You are not sad anymore. You were sad on Sunday and that belongs to the past. Now,
you are not sad. That action is finished and it belongs to the past.

In this sense, we can talk about people who are dead now. Their life is finished and
they belong to the past. For instance:

7. Séneca was a philosopher who was born in old Andalucía when Romans were in
Iberia.

 

Apart from using the verb be in the Simple Past tense (was/were), there are other
ways to express past time. For example, with time references. For this level, you only
need to know the two basic ones -expressions with 'last' and expressions with 'ago'.



Look at the following calendar. It's Peter's:

 

Imagen de creación propia

According to the calendar, today is Monday 20th. If you pay attention, Peter was at
IEDA on Friday 17th. So, we can express that action in the past in two different ways:

8. Peter was at IEDA last Friday.

9. Peter was at IEDA three days ago.

As you can see, 'last' goes before the time reference and 'ago' goes after the time
reference:

 

Imagen de creación propia

There are other time references to express past time. They are common words. For
example, look at the words in bold type (they are sequenced in chronological order):

10. Peter was at the cinema last night.

11. Peter wasn't at home yesterday.

12. Peter was in the park yesterday morning.



13. Peter and Narumi were at a wedding the
day before yesterday.

14. Peter's was free a week ago.

15. Peter's calendar was a mystery two
months ago.
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Be careful! Sometimes Spanish speakers usually use the definite
article 'the' before 'last'. And they create sentences like: 'The last
weekend I was in El Ejido with my family'. Although using 'the' is
not entirely incorrect, the meaning of the sentence is different.
It's very subtle, but still different. Compare the two following
situations:

16. We were in England for seventeen days. The first day, we
were in London. The following day, we were in Bath. Then,
the third day we [...] And finally, the last day (in our holidays),
which was a Tuesday, we were back in London again.

17. I travel a lot because I am a flight attendant. Last
Tuesday I was in Cardiff and now I am in California.

In number 16, the use of the article ('the last day in our holidays')
means that the time reference belongs to a list of events,
organised in chronological order whereas in number 17, 'Last
Tuesday' refers to the previous Tuesday in the previous week.
There is no list but just a time reference.

That's a lot of theory, right? What about doing some exercises to check if you can
remember all this information? Let's practice in the following section!
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1.1. Practice: It was empty and now it's filled

�. My grandparents  from France. She 

 born in Nancy and he  born

in Éply.

�. I  very sure about what film to choose

last Saturday night so, eventually... No film!

�. Where  you when your girlfriend 

 at home?

�. Who  the first President in Andalusia (in

1979)?

�. I don't understand. Bea  here 5 minutes

ago but now she isn't. Where is she?

�. Do you want to hear my story? Well, it 

very boring until her. She  a nice change

in my life.

�. My last books  in good shape. My

intention  to sell them but it 

Imagen de Junta Informa en
Wikimedia. Licencia CC

Top tips

It's time now to practice!

In this section, you will first learn the differences between the forms of the verb be in
Simple Past. You will also choose the right conjugation of the verb in this tense. After

that, the last activity1 will be about choosing the right tense, either Simple Present or
Simple Past. Finally, in the last exercise you will put the words in order to make
coherent and syntactically-correct sentences.

You had little knowledge about the Simple Past but not now!

1 As you have learnt, we use the definite article 'the' and 'last' to mean a series of things. In this case, there is no reference to time but
to the order of the exercises.

Do it yourself

Read the following sentences and choose the right form of the verb either 'was' or
'were'. Pay attention to the subjects.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rafael_Escuredo_Rodr%C3%ADguez_2013_%28cropped%29.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0


possible because they  very old -some

pages were missing!

�. The concert  bad but the guitar 

 horrible. Luckily, my friends 

with me so it was a lot of fun.

Well done. Sometimes it is difficult to remember that 'was' goes with 'I', 'he', 'she'
and 'it' (and the rest of possible third persons in singular). For the rest, use 'were'.

Remember that we use Simple Past to refer to:

Actions in the past which are finished.
Actions that belong to the past.
People who are dead.

If you have problems with sentence number 4, here is the explanation. Rafael
Escuredo, who was the first President in Andalusia in 1979 (after the Spanish
Constitution was approved), is not dead but we use Simple Past because the end
of his presidency was in 1984, so it is a finished action that belong to the past.

�. My grandparents were from France. She was born in Nancy and he was born in

Éply.

�. I wasn't very sure about what film to choose last Saturday night so, eventually...

No film!

�. Where were you when your girlfriend was at home?

�. Who was the first President in Andalusia (in 1979)?

�. I don't understand. Bea was here 5 minutes ago but now she isn't. Where is

she?

�. Do you want to hear my story? Well, it was very boring until her. She was a nice

change in my life.

�. My last books weren't in good shape. My intention was to sell them but it wasn't

possible because they were very old -some pages were missing!

�. The concert wasn't bad but the guitar was horrible. Luckily, my friends were with

me so it was a lot of fun.

Do it yourself

Read the sentences below and decide if the right answer is in Simple Present or
Simple Past. Then write the right form of the verb. Use contractions when possible.
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�. Pablo  usually active in English class.

�. Emily  in the US last summer but not now.

�. Beatriz and Juan  friends in August,

before their classes at IEDA.

�. My sister and my brother  tall and slim.

�. I  at the supermarket at the moment.

�. In Fuente Vaqueros, on the 5th of June 1898, a future

brilliant poet  born.

�. I don't know when but I think the film Solas 

on2 some years ago.

�. Ago  an expression we use to talk about past

time references.

�. My grandparents  85 and 82 years old. I love

them very much.

��. My father  very happy with my sister's

decision to leave her dog with him last weekend. I

agree with him -it  her responsibility not his!

2 to be on = it refers to a film, when it is available at the cinema and you can go and see it.

Here are some explanations about how to justifiy the right answers:

�. We have the adverb of frequency 'usually'. This means that the sentence is
talking about habit or a routine, not a past action. That's why we use Simple
Present.

�. We use the Simple Past here because we have two time references that
indicate past time. The first one is 'last summer' and the other one is 'not
now'.

�. This sentences needs Simple Past because we have a past time reference -
'in August'. If you follow our story, you know that Juan and Beatriz meet at
IEDA for the first time. They weren't friends before the course, whose
beginning was in September.

�. In this sentence, we are describing the physical appearance of your
relatives who are not dead. That's why we use Present Simple.

�. This is a clear example of Simple Present because the time reference 'at
the moment' refers to now.

�. This is a obvious reference to Federico García Lorca who is not alive
anymore (a dead person in the past). You probably don't know about this
poet's date of birth but you know that it is Simple Past because to be born
is a finished action in the past.

�. The key here is the time expression 'some years ago' which justifies the use
of Simple Past.
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�. Don't get confused. The word 'ago' here is not used as a time reference in
the past but as a subject in an theoretical explanation about the Simple
Past. As it is a universal truth (something which is always true, like any other
definition) we use the Simple Present.

�. As these grandparents are still alive (pay attention to the second sentence,
'I love them very much'), we use Simple Present.

��. For the first gap, we use Simple Past because there is a time reference that
justifies the tense ('last weekend'). However, we use Simple Present in the
second gap because, again, we refer to a universal truth.

 

Look at the following words. They are scrambled (not in order). Put them in order to
make coherent  complete sentences. When you finish, click on the button below to
check your answers.

�. Pozoblanco / was / in / teacher / weekend / My /
last

�. a / was / five / Marta / ago / man / years
�. Pablo, Beatriz and Juan / IEDA / year / not / at /

were / last
�. ? / Marilyn Monroe / American / was
�. sunny / very cloudy / today / was / it / it / but /

yesterday / today / is
�. ? / Celts / the / were / who
�. ? / British / the / weren't / Beatles
�. ? / while / how / outside / classroom/ you / in /

many / the / were / were / students
�. Ken's / but / it / fault / my / was / not

��. ? / was / idea / it / whose
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�. My teacher was in Pozoblanco last weekend.

Although the time reference 'last weekend'

usually goes at the end, it is also correct at

the beginning if you add a comma after it:

'Last weekend, My teacher...'

�. Marta was a man five years ago.

�. Pablo, Beatriz and Juan were not at IEDA last year.

Note that the order of names doesn't matter.
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�. Was Marilyn Monroe American?

�. It was very cloudy yesterday but today it is sunny.

'cloudy'/'very cloudy' and 'sunny'/'very sunny'

are interchangeable.

You can put 'today' at the end of the

sentences as well.

�. Who were the Celts?

�. Weren't the Beatles British?

�. How many students were in the classroom while
you were outside?

'in the classroom' and 'outside' are

interchangeable.

�. It was not my fault but Ken's.

��. Whose idea was it?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17821277821/in/dateposted-public/
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1.2. Practice: In Memoriam...

Culture counts

Imagen de Materiales EEOOII JU en Flickr. Licencia CC

It is common to hear that
people in Andalusia don't
like studying or working or
that they only think of
going to parties, singing or
relaxing at the beach.
Some people even say that
Andalusians are lazy and
that they never worry about
anything different from
flamenco or beer.

Well, when this happens it
is sad to see how little
History some people know
and how much they like
stereotypes because
Andalusia is a land of
philosophers, Nobel prizes,
prestigious journalists and
scientists or explorers who
changed the world as we
know it today.

To honor their contribution
to humankind and to fight
harmful stereotypes, you
will be able now to learn a
little about Andalusians
who made History.

 

Olé!

 

Do it yourself

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17556952060/
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Match the pictures/photographs with the description of the historical figure. When you
finish, check your answers and don't forget to click on 'Feedback' to learn more about
these Andalusians.

PHILOSOPHERS AND THINKERS

1
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2
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POLITICIANS AND ACTIVISTS

4
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 Manuel de Falla was a very prestigious composer in the 20th Century. He

was born in Cádiz, in 1876.

 Francisco Suárez was a philosopher from Granada whose contributions were

an inspiration for Descartes, Hume and Schopenhauer.

SCIENTISTS

7
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ARTISTS AND WRITERS

10
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 María Zambrano was born in Vélez-Málaga (Málaga). She was an admired

philosopher and an active thinker.

 Emilio Herrera Linares was born in Granada. Among other things, he was the

scientist whose invention was the space suit.

 Adolfo Sánchez was born in Algeciras (Cádiz). He was an important

philosopher who was in Mexico most of his life.

 Carmen de Burgos was a journalist from Rodalquilar (Almería). She was an

activist for women's rights. Her nickname was 'Colombine'.

 Blas Infante was born in Casares (Málaga) in 1885. He was an activist whose

contribution was the Andalusian anthem. 

 Carlos Villarías was born in Córdoba. He was the first actor in a film as

Dracula (1931).

 Antonio de Ulloa was a soldier and a scientist from Seville. He was born in

1716. The chemical element, Platinum (Pt), was his discovery in 1735. 

 Juan Ramón Jiménez was born in Moguel (Huelva) in 1881. He was the

author of Platero y yo. He was a Nobel Prize winner.

 Augusto Arcimís was born in Seville in 1844. He was the first meteorologist in

Spain and his works were very famous in Italy and England.

 Antonio Cánovas del Castillo was born in Málaga in 1828. He was a powerful

politician and the President of Spain.

 Lola Torres was from Jaén. She was musician and a researcher. Her

contribution was  Cancionero popular de Jaén  (a study of the typical music in
Jaén).

13 Manuel de Falla was a very prestigious composer in the 20th Century. He
was born in Cádiz, in 1876.

3 Francisco Suárez was a philosopher from Granada whose contributions
were an inspiration for Descartes, Hume and Schopenhauer.

2 María Zambrano was born in Vélez-Málaga (Málaga). She was an admired
philosopher and an active thinker.

8 Emilio Herrera Linares was born in Granada. Among other things, he was
the scientist whose invention was the space suit.



1 Adolfo Sánchez was born in Algeciras (Cádiz). He was an important
philosopher who was in Mexico most of his life.

6 Carmen de Burgos was a journalist from Rodalquilar (Almería). She was an
activist for women's rights. Her nickname was 'Colombine'.

5 Blas Infante was born in Casares (Málaga) in 1885. He was an activist
whose contribution was the Andalusian anthem. 

12 Carlos Villarías was born in Córdoba. He was the first actor in a film as
Dracula (1931).

9 Antonio de Ulloa was a soldier and a scientist from Seville. He was born in
1716. The chemical element, Platinum (Pt), was his discovery in 1735. 

10 Juan Ramón Jiménez was born in Moguel (Huelva) in 1881. He was the
author of Platero y yo. He was a Nobel Prize winner.

7 Augusto Arcimís was born in Seville in 1844. He was the first meteorologist
in Spain and his works were very famous in Italy and England.

4 Antonio Cánovas del Castillo was born in Málaga in 1828. He was a
powerful politician and the President of Spain.

11 Lola Torres was from Jaén. She was musician and a researcher. Her
contribution was Cancionero popular de Jaén (a study of the typical music in
Jaén).

Moving on

Impressed? If you want more information about these Andalusians from the past,
check the following websites.

Francisco Suárez (in English, for higher levels).
Emilio Herrera Linares (in Spanish).
Carmen de Burgos y Seguí (a video in Spanish). 
Blas Infante Pérez de Vargas (in English and in Spanish).
Antonio Cánovas del Castillo (in Spanish).
María de los Dolores (Lola) Torres y Rodríguez de Gálvez (in Spanish).
Antonio de Ulloa y de la Torre-Giralt (in English, for higher levels).
Manuel María de los Dolores Falla y Matheu (in Spanish).
Carlos Villarías Llano (in English and a video in Spanish).
María Zambrano Alarcón (in Spanish).
Juan Ramón Jiménez (in English, for higher levels, and in Spanish).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_Su%C3%A1rez
http://historico.oepm.es/museovirtual/contenido/grandes_inventores_ficha.asp?tipo=INVENTOR&idm=es&sep=15&xml=Emilio%20Herrera%20Linares
http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/mujeres-en-la-historia/mujeres-historia-carmen-burgos-colombine/841220/
http://www.andalucia.com/history/people/blasinfante.htm
http://www.blasinfante.com/
http://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/c/canovas.htm
http://historiamujeres.es/aavjaen.html#Torres
http://thenoblemetal.weebly.com/history.html
http://www.manueldefalla.com/es/infancia-y-juventud
http://self.gutenberg.org/articles/carlos_villarias
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-r2y5WYQ8E
http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/zambrano/
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1956/jimenez-bio.html
http://fundacion-jrj.es/


Augusto Arcimís Wehrle (in Spanish).
Adolfo Sánchez Vázquez (in Spanish).

This is just a selection but there are more. Why don't you search for more? You can
prepare a monologue to deliver in class with your teacher.

 

Think of an important person in History. Look for information (place and year of birth,
job and his or her contribution to History) about him/her on the Internet and write it
down on a piece of paper.

Then, make questions about this information with the verb be in the past form and
write them down.

Finally, ask your partner those questions and try to guess who your partner's historical
figure is. Once you finish, answer your partner's questions.

http://www.aemet.es/es/-m:a,b/noticias/2010/04/augustoarcimis
http://www.buscabiografias.com/biografia/verDetalle/1265/Adolfo%20Sanchez%20Vazquez


2. The day you were born

 Verdadero   Falso

Top tips

In this section, you will learn how to express order with numbers and the singularities
about how to spell ordinal numbers. In English, you need these numbers to say the
date You will also learn about how to say today's date and how to express a concrete
time in the past here.

Do it yourself

An ordinal number refers to the order that something has in a series. Watch the
following video and answer the questions below:

Vídeo alojado en Youtube

Position words & Ordinal Numbers | MathPosition words & Ordinal Numbers | Math……

1. The theoretical difference between ordinal numbers and cardinal numbers is
that we use ordinal numbers to answer the question 'How many?'.

http://www.youtube.com/embed/nx6ZhdNZxLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nx6ZhdNZxLQ


Falso

The truth is that cardinal numbers answer the question 'How many?'. However,
ordinal numbers refer to the position or order in a list.

 Verdadero   Falso

Verdadero

That's why, first, second and third are spelled 1st, 2nd and 3rd.

 Verdadero   Falso

Falso

Not quite. The way that ordinal numbers are spelled has some exceptions and

irregularities, as you will see later. 9th is 'ninth'.

2. We add th at the end of the ordinal numbers, for example 8th, because those are
the last two letters of the word.

3. The ordinal number for nine includes letter 'e', that is to say, 'nineth'.

 

Now look at Peter's whiteboard. Can you remember? This was the same whiteboard for
cardinal numbers in Unit 1. Getting to know each other, Lesson 2. Emily's home! but
this time, Peter uses it for the rest of ordinal numbers. Pay attention to the variations
in spelling.



Imagen de creación propia

Now that you know the ordinal numbers and the months, it is important for you to
know that when you want to say the date you need ordinal numbers. Look at the
following video. You will learn how to express the dates in British English and
American English. It is very useful because it says the date in Simple Present and
Simple Past. When you finish, answer the following questions.

Vídeo alojado en Youtube

What is the date in EnglishWhat is the date in English

Do it yourself

http://www.youtube.com/embed/2lvvZop6Nzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lvvZop6Nzk


Sugerencia

Solución

�. Incorrecto
�. Opción correcta
�. Incorrecto

1. How does a person from Cardiff express the date today?

August 27th.

27th August.

The 27 of August.

This is a correct answer but not for a person who speaks British English...

Well done. The day goes before the month in British English.

Isn't that a direct translation from Spanish? Check something more English...
more... British?

2. How does a person from New York City say the date?

January 26th.

26th of January.

26th January.

Exactly! The month goes before the day in American English.

That would be a way to say it... somewhere else. Try another option ok?



Solución

�. Opción correcta
�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto

If the person speaks British English that's correct but... maybe the answer is
further West... across the Atlantic...

 

There are several ways to ask for the date in English. Look at the following
possibilities:

What's the date today?
What is it today?
What day is it today?
What date is it?

Choose the one you prefer the most and get ready because soon you will have some
activities to do!

 

Saying the date in English can be chaotic. It's true that there is an attempt to
standarise but it is very common to hear a lot of alternatives for the dates. Don't panic,
here you will learn the most common expression and, probably, your teacher tells you
a different way!

Today is Tuesday, the twenty-second of December, two thousand and fifteen

(Today is Tuesday, the 22nd of December, 2015)

If you pay attention, the date includes the definite article 'the'. Don't forget to include
it when you say the date. Maybe you don't need it when you write it (again, so many
alternatives!) but it is a must when you say it orally.

But what happens if somebody asks for our birthday date? Then, we
are not answering the question 'What date is it today?'. They want a



date different from today. So, in this case and others, we need to
use the preposition 'on'. Look at the following sentences:

1. Peter's birthday is on the 5th of March.

2. Her birthday is on April 26th.

Yes, that's right. We also use the preposition 'on' when we say the
date in American English. Are you thinking:  wait a moment, I
remember that the preposition of time we use before months is 'in'
not 'on'. You are right! but pay attention. Look at the group of words
between brackets:

3. Her birthday is on [April 26th].

The preposition 'on' refers to a whole  date, including  month and
day. It does not only refer to the month. That's why we use 'on' for
dates.

Imagen
de Cole
Henley
en
Flickr.
Licencia
CC

Ready? Let's practice now in the following section. You are prepared to express dates
in the past!

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cole007/4370620382/in/photolist-7EdzaQ-8FRw2h-DMS2L-5D3F8U-9tCRQj-5crqb2-9z8Bc3-48kjFF-eeq5b-5bPPE6-7ia96j-8kokbV-4ey1C-5obtFf-95nFdL-9z5A6n-8knXY2-6ZgExV-6qUJsd-6A26Yj-53ERcK-9Yfq9a-53K6h5-AqLWt-aWeyjv-5Bxx8S-eivTBt-eivTy6-bmhQ9h-6vUf64-4o1DCi-6c6qVq-4GHnLf-267coR-cPhDnL-bC2a4D-ynoT6-dBHdmm-m9ryeX-4mtUWK-4smxnV-52cCXH-7UE6D8-fs8eZi-5ZkQoC-4w2qD-7rYfWu-7i6fiV-5D3F8S-rCSjJa
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


2.1. Practice: When was it?

Top tips

Imagen de studio curve en Flickr. Licencia CC

 

Now it's time to practice those dates.

First, you will choose the correct option to some questions. Then, you will complete
some gaps according to the information in the Calendars. After that, you will listen to
a conversation between Pablo and Peter and, finally, you will have a speaking activity.

Don't leave it for tomorrow, do it today... or maybe tomorrow but Save the date!

Do it yourself

1. What's today?

It's on the fifth of June.

It's fiveth of June.

It's the fifth of June.

Read the question again. You don't need that preposition 'on', right?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/studiocurve/13080208/in/photolist-2a3hQ-yqQ1L-4BLRP2-8Z8bu7-EA27Z-8XQn9v-928RKm-tTU3H-b4mSFp-93mkLG-913rzy-92ycWg-pjJdbR-3JHj9r-8ZQ8Zk-8YkWzQ-bmQ7kW-9ZeeR6-8YvoyY-mEFyav-52bbqE-9bUbH3-7kbiCt-8ZpGMD-5qq1mL-8UmXQP-bnZKrV-2e69Di-71TkY-6YMWud-92iCQV-5NmQya-9dNWFZ-ajvEwa-pZ3EFr-922cRq-bmz9Re-9wBUBV-4mDhZd-2WX1J-5jLKHc-5izHCT-8NWLq1-7uzWio-4jF7gg-7pZMFo-3KGehw-i2NaxZ-4rVGpG-49yqbV/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


Solución

�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto
�. Opción correcta

Solución

�. Opción correcta
�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto

Hmmm, you are missing the definite article here 'the' and that spelling doesn't
seem to be correct.

Well done! Remember, we use the definite article 'the' for dates and the spelling
of five when it is an ordinal number changes a little.

2. When's your birthday?

It's on the 29th of February.

It's on 29th of February.

It's the 29th of February.

Correct! In this sentence we need the preposition 'on' and the definite article
'the'.

Almost! Aren't you missing something? Check THE sentences again...

That option sounds Spanish. You need a preposition, remember?

3. When were you born?



Solución

�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto
�. Opción correcta

I was born in May 20th, 1975,

I was born on the May 20th, 1975

I was born on May 20th, 1975.

This is your option because you have the preposition 'in' before the month. That
is correct but here we need a different preposition because we have a whole
date, not only a month.

Ok. Here you have the preposition 'on' (well done!) and the definite article 'the'
but this is not the correct option. Why? Because this is the American way of
saying the date so we don't need the definite article.

Awesome! Yes, this is the correct option because we have the preposition 'on' for
dates. There is no definite article 'the' in the written form because it is American
English. However, when you read it, it is like this: 'I was born on May the
twentieth, nineteen seventy-five'.

4. When was the exam?

It was three days ago.

It was the fourteenth of June.

It was the fourteen of June.

Correct! In this sentence, we have the verb 'be' in the Simple Past and a time
reference with 'ago'.



Solución

�. Opción correcta
�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto

Solución

�. Opción correcta
�. Incorrecto
�. Incorrecto

Not quite. In this sentence we are missing the preposition 'on'.

That's a direct translation from Spanish. The sentence needs the preposition 'on'

for dates and number 14 needs to be an ordinal number (14th or fourteenth) not a
cardinal one.

5. The sentence 'I was in Scotland on January 6th' is correct because...

The date is expressed in American English.

No, it isn't. It isn't correct because the definite article 'the' is not present.

The ordinal number is expressed with the th at the end.

Correct! What? Do you think that American English is wrong? It is a variety of
English as British English. Am.E. and Br.E. have the same importance and both
are correct forms of English.

Not quite. It's true that you can't see it written but when you read the date you say
the definite article right before the day: 'January the sixth'.

Ok, that is partially true because this reason is not enough. This option is half-
correct. Look at the other options to justify your answer fully.



CALENDAR A

1. New Year's Day is on  first of January.

2. The 6th of  is a holiday in Spain.

3. The last Saturday was  the thirty-first of January.

 

CALENDAR B

Do it yourself

Look at the images below and write the missing words (days, months, days of the
week, prepositions and definite articles) by filling the gaps. Sometimes, you need to
pay attention to the information in the context of the sentence. If you have to write an
ordinal number, use letters not numbers.

 

A

Imagen de eagle1effi en Flickr.
Licencia CC

B

 

Imagen de Pieter Ouwerkerk en Flickr. Licencia CC

C

 

Imagen de eagle1effi en Flickr.
Licencia CC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eagle1effi/15660612934/in/photolist-pRSJBQ-aHzP4e-8QCZdA-91no5b-6wvtj3-7qsDEP-aYAHs-bz6L49-cLkJvA-5SQaVo-dxVvGp-92QiHv-6Q91CA-8UmYck-383jnD-8VzY3X-eZU7VB-biG9AB-dzn2oH-65g173-7xs4hu-aARo9s-9HnJSY-dq1MAr-fkDcy-9R4QSX-8fyjFn-aCxxdo-6vL3Ai-7op1pU-7sPWci-nCvGdw-56rUay-aWezcH-btWb2s-5DenZQ-mrPW4-qPRRnM-b6tkQB-b5KMNR-7pxTAA-9xkyYZ-oK37PG-3Y3W8-8JpmNq-8VA16F-8VD4XQ-8VA2cx-7fa7D1-6tAVeL
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pieterouwerkerk/698594611/in/photolist-24JtQF-qQnoN4-8ZEdAT-75QDjc-5Xeyhr-bmjWNZ-ChXx-5Z92rv-3KGehw-4rVGpG-93Qa1u-6RHjWb-6BQRcZ-xmLLQ-4BrUQV-8WKHq4-7u3P4M-8XCseR-ymHeT-8XSNQr-aPejuT-4wD4af-sY9ob-2hBtdR-EBR3A-8U4eyQ-5ttqXA-dztbjf-mEHokA-5BpaJN-MsL9y-3JvtJi-5H8sND-dcq3uf-5qJkcU-9gt5xh-attGCY-7mgw5N-6hEsk-MsL9A-4v96RA-h9tzby-96BN1P-dpCoBa-rUyG8-7874Go-8UmXjD-436t7C-7nw9n7-8VCZGy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eagle1effi/8148030497/in/photolist-pRSJBQ-aHzP4e-8QCZdA-91no5b-6wvtj3-7qsDEP-aYAHs-bz6L49-cLkJvA-5SQaVo-dxVvGp-92QiHv-6Q91CA-8UmYck-383jnD-8VzY3X-eZU7VB-biG9AB-dzn2oH-65g173-7xs4hu-aARo9s-9HnJSY-dq1MAr-fkDcy-9R4QSX-8fyjFn-aCxxdo-6vL3Ai-7op1pU-7sPWci-nCvGdw-56rUay-aWezcH-btWb2s-5DenZQ-mrPW4-qPRRnM-b6tkQB-b5KMNR-7pxTAA-9xkyYZ-oK37PG-3Y3W8-8JpmNq-8VA16F-8VD4XQ-8VA2cx-7fa7D1-6tAVeL/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


4. In 2007, Independence Day was on a  .

5. What was the date according to the mobile phone calendar? It was Monday,

the  of July, 2007.

6. Meetings and appointments have a small dot below the day. The last

appointment was on the  of July.

 

CALENDAR C

7. The four Sundays in November in 2012 were: the fourth, the 

 , the  and the 

 .

8. The second Thursday in November, 2012 was the  .

9. The  Monday in November, 2012, was the nineteenth.

 

Special occasions

10. On the  of February, some Americans celebrate President

Abraham Lincoln's birthday. Two days later, it is St. Valentine's Day, on the
fourteenth of February.

11. St. Patrick's Day is on the  of March. It's a very

special celebration in Ireland.

12. In the Anglo-Saxon culture and in most of the western countries, the first
day of April is called April Fool's Day. In Spain this celebration takes place on

the  of December.

13. England celebrates St. George's Day on the  of

April because it is its patron.

14. People in the US celebrate the famous Cinco de Mayo, a festivity in honor

of the Mexican culture. It happens on the  of May, obviously, but

Mexicans don't celebrate it in their country.

15. On the  of September, people in the US celebrate Labor

Day but Spanish people celebrate it on the first of May. It's a national holiday.



16. Halloween is on the  of October. It's very

popular worldwide.

17. Thanksgiving is an American festivity. It is on the fourth Thursday in
November. Look at the calendar below. When was Thanksgiving in 2012? It

was on the  of November.

18. Boxing Day is a typical British celebration on the 

 of December when friends meet to watch

football on TV and drink some beers. It happens the day after Christmas Day.

�. Americans celebrate Mother's Day on the 2nd Sunday in May. 
�. In the US, Father's Day is on the third of June. 

�. St. Patrick's Day is on March 19th. 

�. Juan knows that the Spanish 'Día de la Hispanidad' is on the 12th of October. 

�. In America, October 12th is not 'Día de la Hispanidad' but Columbus Day. 

�. The fifteenth of November, people in England celebrate San Juan. 
�. Veteran's Day is on the fourth of July. 

In the Anglo-Saxon culture, specially in Britain, the week starts with Sunday,
unlike Spanish calendars whose first day is Monday. It makes sense when you
think about it: the beginning of the day starts when the sun rises so the week
starts with the day of the sun, Sunday.

Do it yourself

 

Listen to Peter and Pablo talking about important days in the Anglo-Saxon
culture. For questions 1 to 7, choose 'True' or 'False'. Number 0 is an example.
You can hear the recording twice. For the audioscript, click on the button
below.

0. Mother's Day depends on the country. True.

00:00 03:03



Ok, you probably need some explanations for your possible mistakes.

2. Father's Day is on the third Sunday in June.

6. British people celebrate Bonfire Night. The format is the same (fires) but
the origin is different.

7. Americans celebrate Veteran's Day on the eleventh of November.

You can also have a look at the audioscript below:

Audioscript >> Documento de descarga

 

Read the following questions below and write your own answers in a piece of paper
(write the dates fully as it is explained  here). Then, ask your partner those same
questions and write down his or her answers. When you finish, check your spelling
with your partner's answers.

a. When were you born?

b. When was the last public holiday in your country?

c. When was your last holiday (abroad and in your country)?

d. When was your last exam?

e. When were your parents born?

f. When was the first EOI born/created?

g. When's your best friend's birthday?

h. When does your course finish?

i. When does summer start? And winter?

j. When is your next appointment on your (mobile phone) calendar?

 

The first Escuela Oficial de Idiomas was created on the second of
January, 1911 in Madrid. Its first name wasn't Escuela Oficial de

http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_58i1co/EOI_IN1_U5_T3_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/U5T3_2.1.pdf


Imagen de
Materiales EEOOII
JU en Flickr.
Licencia CC

Idiomas as it is today but Escuela Central de Idiomas.

Watch this interesting video in Spanish to learn more about
Escuelas Oficiales de Idiomas and their origin.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126669222@N02/17977733575/in/dateposted-public/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7AY8xQIAfI


3. Revision

Moving on

TO FIND OUT MORE, GO TO...

 A. The Simple Past of the Verb "To Be" by My English Pages. This useful
website includes:

1. Another explanation about the Simple Past of the verb be.

2. Some links to exercises at the end of the explanation.

B. To Be - Past Tense - English Grammar Games by Woodward English.
This online game will test your knowledge on the tense.

C. Understanding dates - British and American English  by Tesol Rich
English.  This video is about the differences between how British read
dates and how Americans do it.

D.  Saying the year date in English by Tesol Rich English. The same
teacher explains how to read years and say decades.

C. The following videos by Rachel's English, are very useful to practice
the pronunciation of dates:

1. How to Pronounce ORDINAL NUMBERS -- American English.

2. How to Pronounce the Months of the Year: American English.

E. Our Fifty Most Popular Famous People  by HistoryOrb.com. This
website includes information about relevant figures from the past.
Watch out! There is more verbs in the Simple Past than the verb be, so
what about learning everything about this tense first in the following
Lessons and then coming back to learn about these people?

 

http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/grammar-lesson-simple-past-be.php
http://www.myenglishpages.com/
http://www.grammar.cl/Games/To_Be_Past.htm
http://www.grammar.cl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMOTOyA0lG8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSDoZxWycSc3wAetEGvOfBw
https://youtu.be/N3UOD_bOCKo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSDoZxWycSc3wAetEGvOfBw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvn_XCl_mgQmt3sD753zdJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3dLxhIkv6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftykW5DdnUw
http://www.historyorb.com/people/most-popular.php
http://www.historyorb.com/
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You've learnt how to express past time with the verb be.

 

You've learnt how to pronounce ordinal numbers and dates

 

You've learnt how to tell dates

 

You have reviewed how to ask questions with wh-words.

 

You've learnt about historical figures.
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