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In this unit, you will learn:

To describe physical appearance

To describe personality

To describe pictures

The difference in use between the present

simple and the present continuous

The different time expressions that

collocate with the present simple and the

present continuous

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nolnet/5589665399
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


1. Describing people

 

MY FRIEND RITA

Imagen de Bombtwinz en Flickr . Licencia CC

Listen and answer the questions below:

 

�. What does Rita do?
�. Where does she work?
�. What is her build like?
�. What does she do every day?
�. What color is her hair?
�. Is it long or short?
�. What color are her eyes?
�. Is she a sad person?
�. What does she often do?

�. She's a social worker.
�. She works in a prison.
�. It's strong.
�. She works out.
�. It's brown.

00:00 00:20

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bombtwinz/5941837695/in/photolist-a44tkv-dWg3J-jUQcCm-bugYMs-avYJaw-bHbMpF-bKParM-354v7i-bzwpHa-7SFekh-ACjFk-9YN7PQ-vdPwF-4JoTSk-dGTect-eCQ4kr-7f5PPz-diuz9w-4dBWRC-8hVkGo-diuAm8-7BiJBM-7Lcu5i-avYF6C-avW4fF-N96Wdu-7KtKeX-3Efsq2-eCPBXM-e1AmnL-7LfqJi-9japAV-avYFe1-2jYdSv-bE4VUR-7Lcq6v-b2qej2-9ouS8E-8s7M4-5m1j3b-gZzusu-eCVJNu-7Ln7jj-5bC19i-pLEBky-ubpXp-bDZ7pG-23wW6t-61by7o-6GDuGK
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


�. It's long.
�. They're brown.
�. No, she isn't.
�. She talks a lot.

Check the script here >> Documento de descarga. Listen again as you read.

 

MY FRIEND JOHN

               

Imagen de Jesse Vaughan en Flickr. Licencia CC

 

Listen and answer the questions below:

�. Why is John an extraordinary person?
�. What does John do?
�. What does John look like?

�. Because he's really intelligent and remembers many things.
�. He's a German teacher.
�. He's tall and quite handsome. He has short black hair and lively brown eyes.

00:00 00:16

http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_jfnkbn/EOI_IN1_U5_T2_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/My_friend_Rita.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jessevaughan/6572328233
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Check with the script here >> Documento de descargaand listen again as you read.

http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_jfnkbn/EOI_IN1_U5_T2_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/My_friend_John.pdf


1.1. Physical appearance

 

To ask about physical appearance, we use the question:

What does (s)he look like?

He's tall He's short He's fat
He's thin

He's young He's old
She has
blue eyes

He has a
beard She has

black hair
She has
blond hair

He has
brown hair

He has a
moustache

She has
red hair

She has
white hair

Imágenes cortesía de UVIc. Licencia CC

Listen and repeat

00:00 01:06

Do it yourself

Match the paragraph with the picture:

Picture 1 Picture 2 Picture 3 Picture 4

http://hcmc.uvic.ca/clipart/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 Picture  - She is short and fat. She is a bit ugly. Her hair is short and dark. Her

eyes are dark. She is very friendly. She is a politician.

 Picture  - She is a very beautiful woman. She is tall and thin. Her hair is long and

dark. Her legs are long. She is pretty. She is a famous actress.

 Picture  - He is short and thin. He is not very handsome. He is ugly. His hair is

short and fair. He is very funny. He is a film actor and director.

 Picture  - He is tall and thin. His eyes are green. His hair is short and brown. He is

very handsome. He is a famous actor.

Imagen de
Cornerhosue 

 
en Flickr. Licencia CC
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en Flickr. Licencia CC
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Imagen de Perfect Boys
 

en Flickr. Licencia CC

 Picture 3 - She is short and fat. She is a bit ugly. Her hair is short and dark. Her
eyes are dark. She is very friendly. She is a politician.

 Picture 2 - She is a very beautiful woman. She is tall and thin. Her hair is long
and dark. Her legs are long. She is pretty. She is a famous actress.

 Picture 1 - He is short and thin. He is not very handsome. He is ugly. His hair is
short and fair. He is very funny. He is a film actor and director.

 Picture 4 - He is tall and thin. His eyes are green. His hair is short and brown. He
is very handsome. He is a famous actor.

 

In the previous lesson (Unit 5 Lesson 1), you learnt how to describe what
someone is wearing as well as some parts of the body. In this section you have
learnt how to describe someone's physical appearance. Now you can write a
complete physical description like the ones below:

She's tall. She's very He's fifty-four years old. She's forty. She's tall

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cornerhousemanchester/14324728081/in/photolist-nPPYAn-nPPWcK-6oGTtU-nxCxww-nQ4tF3-nPY1T3-nQ4rWb-nxCht4-nPPX3c-nRUw1D-nRUwtT-nPPWE8-nQ4spA-nxCiu2-nxCy3w-nN5rvy-nxCmrJ-nPPWxK-nxCyKJ-nxCj12-nPY469-nxCj5F-nN5rAy-nxCjpi-nQ7YFn-nQ7ZCH-cvpzp-p7FmBo-c57SxQ-MFt8Si-21bpXm2-218eeu5-Z6GfNL-D4ZGCU-D5dk21-pn9e57-e7UrRr-p7G9cZ-6pCiWB-7ZRk8M-Z6fFXW-9iDaS3-GeDzY8-pn9bcy-9iDaCY-9iDaPL-pvEicE-YxHbmj-4sXHtm-p7FUJN
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/skinnylawyer/7228497852
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/felixbernet/8430752948
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/perfectboys/5072490175
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


slim. She's got short
hair. She's wearing a
black dress and
carrying a large
umbrella.

He's short with long brown
hair, brown eyes and a
small mouth. He's wearing
blue jeans and a red
jacket.

with long blond hair,
blue eyes and a small
nose. She's wearing a
black jacket and a yellow
skirt.

Write a paragraph describing your physical appearance.

Write about what you look like:

your height

your build

your hair

your eyes

Write about what you are wearing today.



1.2. Personality

 

DESCRIBING PERSONALITY

To ask about physical appearance, we use the question:

What is he like?

Make pairs of opposite adjetives using one adjective from each cloud below per pair:

e.g. funny - serious

There are 8 pairs including the example above.

Imagen de creación propia elaborada con Tagul Imagen de creación propia elaborada con Tagul

serious - funny

https://tagul.com/
https://tagul.com/


a) My brother is happy, but your brother looks  
 

b) Peter is tall and thin, but Paul is  and  
 

c) Mr. White's classes are funny, but Mrs. Smith's ones are  
 

d) Sharon is quite hard-working, but Nicole is  
 

e) My dress is black and long, but your dress is  and 

happy - sad
generous - mean
friendly - unfriendly
interesting - boring
intelligent - stupid
calm - nervous
hard-working - lazy

Listen and Repeat

00:00 00:50

Do it yourself

Choose the opposite adjectives from the ones you are given previously in the
sentence:

Now check your answers:

a) My brother is happy, but your brother looks sad
 

b) Peter is tall and thin, but Paul is short and fat
 

c) Mr. White's classes are funny, but Mrs.Smith's ones are boring
 

d) Sharon is quite hard-working, but Nicole is lazy 
 

e) My dress is black and long, but your dress is white and short

 

 

Think of somebody you like very much.



Take some minutes to prepare your monologue. Think of the vocabulary and
structures you are going to need. Make an outline of the content. It should
include the following information:

Personal details and relationship to you
What does (s)he look like?
What does (s)he usually wear?
What is (s)he like?
Their daily routine
Free-time activities
Why you like them

When you are ready, record your monologue. Then listen back for self-
assessment.

 

A colleague from work is going to stay at home for a few days. He has not met your
family and is interested in learning a bit about them before meeting them. Describe
the personality and physical appearance of your family members. Talk for about 3-4
minutes.



2. Simple or continuous?

 

Present Simple vs. Present Continuous

Present Simple Present Continuous

�. Universal truths/ permanent
statements : Statements that do
not change with time / are valid
for a long period of time.

They speak English in New Zealand.

I live in Seville.

 

�. Habits and routines.

I never use sunflower oil in my
salad.

My sons go for a walk with friends
every afternoon.

 

�. State verbs: be, believe, hate,
know, like, love, prefer, seem,
understand, want...

Jessica wants new furniture for her
new house.

The students don't understand my
decision.

�. Actions that are
happening at the moment
of speaking.

What are you doing ? I'm
doing my homework.

 

�. Temporary situations.

I'm reading a really nice
novel. (You are not
necessarily reading it at
the moment of speaking)

This year Jack is studying
German.

 

Typical time expressions for the present Typical time expressions for



simple

Frequency adverbs: always, usually,
often, sometimes, rarely, hardly
ever, never.
Frequency expressions: once a
week, every day, on Tuesdays,
every other month...

the present continuous:

now, right now, at the
moment, at present.

 

Watch the following presentation and write one sentence per slide. Choose the right
tense corresponding to the time expression. Use the right person (he or she) and
place the adverbial in the right position in the sentence.

Then check below.

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/42714378

 Presentación alojada en slideshare

�. She usually plays football.
�. He plays baseball twice a month.
�. He's playing American football today.
�. He's playing golf this week.
�. She sometimes plays basketball.
�. He's playing ice hockey right now.
�. He plays rugby once a week.
�. She plays field hockey on Mondays.
�. He often plays volleyball.

��. He's playing badminton now.
��. He never plays table tennis.
��. He's playing tennis at the moment.

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/42714378
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/42714378


2.1. Who's doing what?

 always gets up early, but today he’s staying in bed till late because he’s
very tired.

 is very shy and doesn’t like singing in public, but now she’s singing a
song for a charity concert.  is dancing along her song.

 has a lot of free time. Now he’s playing computer games.

Do it yourself

Imagen de elaboración propia con Glogster

Look at the pictures above and choose the right name in the sentences below.

http://www.glogster.com/


 eats a lot. Right now, he’s having a huge cake.

 doesn’t usually do exercise, but today she’s jogging.

 is very hard-working but, at the moment, he’s watching TV because he’s
very tired.

 sometimes finds time to read. This afternoon he’s reading a comic book.

 is talking on the phone to his mother. He always phones her at the same
time every day.

 cooks very well. He’s crying because he’s peeling onions.

Austin always gets up early, but today he’s staying in bed till late because he’s
very tired.

Charlotte is very shy and doesn’t like singing in public, but now she’s singing a
song for a charity concert. Annie is dancing along her song.

Gareth has a lot of free time. Now he’s playing computer games.

Harry eats a lot. Right now, he’s having a huge cake.

Lucy doesn’t usually do exercise, but today she’s jogging.

Mark is very hard-working but, at the moment, he’s watching TV because he’s
very tired.

Michael sometimes finds time to read. This afternoon he’s reading a comic book.

Rob is talking on the phone to his mother. He always phones her at the same
time every day.

Sam cooks very well. He’s crying because he’s peeling onions.

 

In your notebook, draw a table like this one and fill it in with the information from the
sentences in the previous exercise. Underline time references. The first one has been
done for you as an example. Then check below.

NAME HABITS or
ROUTINES

AT THE
MOMENT



 Austin
  always gets up
early

  is
staying in
bed
today

 Charlotte    

 Annie    

 Gareth    

 Harry    

 Lucy    

 Mark    

 Michael    

 Rob    

 Sam    

NAME
HABITS or
ROUTINES

AT THE
MOMENT

 Austin
  always gets up
early

  is staying in
bed today

 Charlotte

 is very shy

doesn't like
singing

  is singing
now

 Annie -
  is dancing
along

 Gareth
  has a lot of free
time

  is playing
computer
games now

 Harry  eats a lot
  is having a
huge cake
right now

 Lucy
 doesn't usually do
exercise

  is jogging
today

 Mark   is very hard-
working

  is watching
TV at the



moment

 Michael
  sometimes finds
time to read

  is reading a
comic book
this afternoon

 Rob
 always phones his
mum at the same
time every day

  is talking on
the phone

 Sam  cooks very well  is crying



2.2. Now or never?

Solution

�. Correct
�. Incorrect

Solution

�. Incorrect
�. Correct

Solution

Do it yourself

1. Martin __________ to discos.

a) never goes

b) is never going

2. ___________ computer games now?

a) Do you play

b) Are you playing

3. What __________ at the moment?

a) do you read

b) are you reading



�. Incorrect
�. Correct

Solution

�. Incorrect
�. Correct

Solution

�. Correct
�. Incorrect

Solution

�. Correct
�. Incorrect

4. Don __________ jeans and a white T-shirt.

a) wears

b) is wearing

5. I __________ the problem now.

a) understand

b) am understanding

6. What __________ in your free time?

a) do you usually do

b) are you usually doing



Solution

�. Correct
�. Incorrect

Solution

�. Incorrect
�. Correct

Solution

�. Correct
�. Incorrect

7. He __________ mushrooms.

a) doesn't like

b) isn't liking

8. Jim __________ a shower at the moment.

a) has

b) is having

9. Spanish people _________ plenty of seafood.

a) eat

b) are eating

 



 

Jonas  and works in
Los Angeles, CA. He is a social worker.
This year, he  families
with financial problems. When he is on
holiday, he  travelling.
At the moment, he 
around Costa Rica with his girlfriend,
Maria. This morning, Jonas and other
tourists  in the sea.
Maria  the sea, so she

 a book instead. Jonas
and Maria usually  to

 

Imagen de slimmer.jimmer en Flickr. Licencia CC

Spot the mistakes and re-write the sentences in your notebook:

�. Millions of people are coming to Spain every year.
�. The Earth revolve around the Sun.
�. Tim and Jenny is playing basketball.
�. My dog plays with a ball at the moment.
�. I wear a Nike T-shirt.
�. What you doing now?
�. My friends are never coming to the park with me.
�. Mark isn't knowing the answer.

�. Millions of people come to Spain every year.
�. The Earth revolves around the Sun.
�. Tim and Jenny are playing basketball.
�. My dog is playing with a ball at the moment.
�. I am wearing a Nike T-shirt. / I'm wearing a Nike T-shirt.
�. What are you doing now?
�. My friends never come to the park with me.
�. Mark does not / doesn't know the answer.

Do it yourself

Jonas' free time

Read the text and choose the suitable verb tense.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/slimjim/2039396627
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


the cocktail bar in the evenings. The
animation team always 

 tourists busy with
salsa lessons, live bands and more live
entertainment. Jonas is really happy
with the hotel and his holidays. He
already  he wants to
repeat next year.

Now listen and check: 

Jonas lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. He is a social worker. This year, he is
helping families with financial problems. When he is on holiday, he likes
travelling. At the moment, he is travelling around Costa Rica with his girlfriend,
Maria. This morning, Jonas and other tourists are swimming in the sea. Maria
hates the sea, so she is reading a book instead. Jonas and Maria usually go to
the cocktail bar in the evenings. The animation team always keep tourists busy
with salsa lessons, live bands and more live entertainment. Jonas is really happy
with the hotel and his holidays. He already knows he wants to repeat next year.

00:00 00:40



2.3. Beatriz's email

 

Beatriz is writing an email to Emily.

Watch the presentation below. When you see the words [QUESTION PROMPT], ask a
question aloud with the Wh-word you are given. Write the question down in your
notebook. You'll see the answer to the question on the slide that follows. Then check if
you asked the right questions below.

 

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121066

Presentación alojada en slideshare

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121066
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121066


3. Revision

Moving on

TO FIND OUT MORE...

Imágenes cortesía de
UVIc. Licencia CC

Present Simple vs Present

Continuous

Spoken interaction:

Describing people >> Documento

de descarga

Spoken interaction:

Describing people (Guess

who) >> Documento de descarga

 

REVISION AND EXTENSION OF PERSONALITY ADJECTIVES

 

http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121120

Presentación alojada en slideshare

 

REVISION OF THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS

You can use the flashcards below to practise speaking.

http://hcmc.uvic.ca/clipart/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.madridteacher.com/Grammar/presente-simple-continuo.htm
http://www.madridteacher.com/Grammar/presente-simple-continuo.htm
http://www.madridteacher.com/Grammar/presente-simple-continuo.htm
http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_jfnkbn/EOI_IN1_U5_T2_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/DESCRIBING_PEOPLE.pdf
http://localhost:51237/temp_print_dirs/eXeTempPrintDir_jfnkbn/EOI_IN1_U5_T2_Contenidos_2122_v01.zip/GUESS_WHO.pdf
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121120
http://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/embed_code/44121120


Describe what the different people are doing.

https://en.islcollective.com/preview.php?id=21002&nodetails=false

Presentación alojada en islcollective

https://en.islcollective.com/preview.php?id=21002&nodetails=false
https://en.islcollective.com/preview.php?id=21002&nodetails=false


Bite size

 

We have learnt:

The difference in use between the present simple and the present continuous
The different time expressions that collocate with the present simple and the
present continuous

 

We have learnt how to pronounce the vocabulary of physical appearance and
personality

 

Physical appearance and personality

 

We have learnt how to ask about physical appearance and personality

 

Aspectos culturales.



Printable version

Descarga la versión imprimible de este tema:

 

Si quieres escuchar el contenido de este archivo, puedes instalar en tu ordenador el
lector de pantalla libre y gratuito NDVA.

https://nvda.es/descargas/descarga-de-nvda/


Aviso legal

Las páginas externas no se muestran en la versión imprimible

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/educacion/permanente/materiales/index.php?aviso#space

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/educacion/permanente/materiales/index.php?aviso#space

